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1# Attached Is translated bat unprocessed report entitled "the Pontifical 
KDS3XCW College, Rene - Surrey and Appre elation" # 

2. Date of Report 10 January 1949. Evaluation B-3. 

Die original Italian report has been retained in our fUae* 
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The whole block of building® bounded by via Carlo Alberto, Via Carlo C B tta- 

neo, Via Nap ole one III., Via Gioberti and Piazza Santa Marla Uagglore* AtoSf 

belongs to the Holy See. In thla awe mm located the Pontifical Oriental 

. -W 

Institute, the Pontifical Lombard Institute, the Pontifical Hue bySmCoI lege 

is located in^ 

and the Pontifical Archaelogioal Institute. The Russian College wwnptjmt the , 

which used ae a convent of monke of 

building In Via Cattaneo, wfcra was formerly nupi e h ty In 



the ifl^Augustlnlan order and later as a hospital. 

In 1929 the kxm bordering with the courtyard of the Oriental Institute 
wae destined by Vatican officials for the ae* foeslan Collegw. The old ohurah 
dating from the 5tb-6th century was transformed into a byvaatlne-Slav temple. 
Next to It a modern building wea erected to acconmodate the college* which 



was solemny Inaugurated In autuinn 1929 by late Cardinal 
then eUM* of the Oriental Congregation. 



The first head of the college was a SlovakkJeeult, FatbsrifJAVO; 



oollay* which 

l>.r)|jAToiu^ > .,.lfSd 



by lather Giuseppe 



(an Austrian Jesuit) , and lathe w IT3CHCBVX0 



Polish Jesuit). The school at first had six students, ^ ; 

The others were a HmsUnJj|CT^(^Polm , Blelorusslans and ah' Italian, 

PAVAIH, who currently le in the Vatican Diplomat lo Corps as representative at * 
the Hague* 

.. __ : : g/ 

During that time’ NsgrJUchele D’HBRDjflNT enjoyed great influence with 
Pope Plus XI . It wes hoped that the Soviet regime would soon come t6 an end, 
and consequently an adequate number of missionaries were trained to be seat to* 
Russia as aoon as conditions gpould allow it. At first the number of Aisalan*; 
attending the school was very limited, since most students were Italians, 
Preach, German, Dutch, etc. # who* ly letting their beard grow, ^believed In geo* 
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fa^ith that they were fitted to carry out tikeirw missionary work in Russia* 

\ and scientific 

^The 1929-1933 oeriod was spent in the wkhaVUea spiritual tndijagxififUai 

training of the pupils, and was undoubtedly profitable* Although not an 

exceptionally clever roan, Father JA705KA was at least an honest Slav and a 

good administrator* 

hie 

Unfortunately, after the death of Cardinal SItfCXRO (an Italian) , fittWIb 

post was given to a Frenchman, Ca rdinal^ ^genlejjpSSERAOT, who, in so It e of 

hie great culture and high moral standard) had all the faults of the typical 
bourgeois, 1 

French and above all, lacked intellectual vision* In the place 

of Father JAVOJKA.he appointed a French Jesuit, Filipp •A* REGIS, a man who 



wm notwithstanding his ahpnrwdmg manners, enforced an Iron discipline In the 
college. Thus the essentially Slav atmosphere prevailing in the. Institute/ 
gradually gave way to a scholastic regime characterized by the worst type of 
French Jesuitism* As a result, many students left the college* 

The new rector gave a new character to the school* Beside# making It -* 



compukkory attending scientific courses at the Pontifical Gregorian University 

By means of -A 

the curriculum acquired somewhat a political aaoect. /lectures, exhibitions 4 

in 1932 Y >J 

(especially noteworthy that organized/ by FatherM^UIT i& Canadian, against 



tS# Communist atheism), concerts, etc., every effort was made ts with a view 
to attracting under the influence of the college as many Rues Ians then re- 
siding in Italy as possible* These activity* did hot escape the attention 
of people In Moscow, and a campaign started In the ftiseian press denouncing 
the policy of the executives of the Russieum College. 

Officially, the purpose of the school was the religious and scientific 
training of Catholic missionaries in liberated Russia. In effect, pupils were 
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prepared for the fight against, the Marxian doctrine and the Soviet regime. 

These intentions might^be laudable; but the methods employed an decidedly 

wrong. The Vatican should know, for exaamle, that the Results are very such 

fiated in Russia. The appellative of "Jesuit" is considered an offense by the 

Russians. Consequently, to appoint one as head of the school was undoubtedly 

a mistake from both a psychological and political point of view. 

Tb e gouit e w e e e w Ae ia e d p rt ee4- l n M* y &3+r w h e w bwt -s f* ee ll sge ta 

Nr - — ' Durlngkhe five ' /f z* t. /**’/■ K 

p a t e -ft nance. years y »-ap«a t at the se ll ere , he ma d 4 ta s MSm 

fm > . 1 / 

ymtartia— of(gnly two Russians, father Alessandro jroUO {Currently in Paris) 

V iMufrsg? — — — 4 — 

and father SeTglA OBOLENSKI nMttrk ^11 the other sanlnariats (about forty) 

~ yn^^O ... , ^ 

belonged to other nationalities. (m his Tfwt te t t w eewre# 



(hT coll egeT?gradu ally loajt^ its Importance, 



haps for the lack of financial funds and because of 



c hope of seeing the 



present Regime in Russia overthrown. 

In December 1947 the Rector, father IX HB0I3, hcM4ar huenoe Aires, to. - : - 
f 'Vfcr* ■„ t n,n J ' • 

join the many Russians who had already left Rome for settling down in Argentina 

■1 . 

Originally, his Intention was to remain there only one year, but It sesma that . 



he has no wish to return to Rome. Hfea place has been taken by one of fala '■? 
pupils, f ather Gustavoj|^rrSR y an Austrian, who recently published a book so- 
titled "Historical I>ialectics On Uarxlanlsm", which was strongly attacked la 
an article which appeared in I^Unlta 1 . father V/KTTER 1 e assistant is 
fat he^ TES (j flliLisVI C ,\ *now old, who likee to pose as a hermit, in the style of the 
Russian saints. The teaching of social and political subjects is entrusted 
to fathemkcVALMKO , of the very few Risslan Jesuits. He le also the JP*e— . 
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sldent of the cocimittee for the assistance to Russians. 

• make the Russlcum 

DB REGIS’ originaWntention was to EnmtaxlixXix*? College a 



'i%L\ti±y+ 



center for Russian political refugee® in Italy. This plan, however, has eom- 

J. J 1 . 



pletely failed inasmuch as the Russians prefer to 
at the Orthodox Church located In Via Pah set ro no*71, 



attend religious 



services 



In 1947 the 

college had only five’ or elx pupils, all Italians. Some tine later an elderly 

nan, one von BOCK (?) , a former member of the Tearlat diplomatic corps, a v«i 

admitted in the college, and after only one year's training, waa ordained 

priest. However, because of his advanced age, he will he merely exploited 

* accost* 

for propaganda purooaesjC In view of the fact that the large building 

mod&ting the school poetically empty, the ecclesiastical authorities hare 

decided to uae it for other ourposes. In fact, the fourth storey is currently 

occupied by the St. Damaeceno College, haiwais about thirty priests who 

wish to specialize theme elves in seme faculty at the local university. They 

belong to various u riental creeds (Chaldean, Xaronlte, etc.), and have very 

little contacts with the pupils of the Russlcum College. Their school master 

is also a JeeuitfL* 

The Russlcum College was founded because of the great Interest which Pope 
Plus XI. had for th e^ajSC^teo of Catholicism in Oriental ooontrlea. Pope : 
Plus HI. , however, feels differently about this policy* hence the present 
decline of that ^The Russlcum college ll Main 



< -t-j— 



ml 85 M sa SIfi ea l W r eg erian An Pl e as e dell s 

p c o i sii y m pws bls — ee na eebs d w i t h ft ise da . 

©^Pontifical Oriental Institute, located in Piazza Santa Marla Uagglore 
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Ho.?, Is *»**»XH^ (school for eonlnariBt$ who wish to specialize then*- :=S 

, j ;v.jd| 

o el Tee not only in prohlens dealing with Russia, but^an the cetera countries : 

institution ’ : i 

** th * oldest M^patXK ktm of its kind, and devotes a great deal 

of Its attention to the political aspects of the life in.the test, with the 

result that It h Mbeccawj^ ^f ^formation center onjfolitlcal and »- 

liglous natters countries. It also MiriaMto publish**. 

■* th ®olo«loal,|*A.philoeophloal and hlstorlc/t^atises on problem connected 
with the &st. 



result that It has become 
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